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Telling the Time
Clock time, parts of the day, and how often things happen.

The basics
врем́я time ут́ро morning

час hour / o’clock день day / afternoon

минут́а minute веч́ер evening

секун́да second ночь night

пол́день midday сейчас́ now

пол́ночь midnight потом́ later

Asking and answering
Скол́ько врем́ени?
What time is it?

Котор́ый час?
What time is it? (slightly more formal)

Сейчас́ час.
It is one o’clock.

Сейчас́ два часа.́
It is two o’clock.

Сейчас́ пять часов́.
It is five o’clock.

Половин́а шестоѓо.
Half past five (literally “half of the sixth”).

Во скол́ько?
At what time?

В три часа.́
At three o’clock.

When
ут́ром in the morning вчера́ yesterday

днём in the afternoon послезав́тра the day after tomorrow

веч́ером in the evening позавчера́ the day before yesterday

ноч́ью at night ран́о early

сегод́ня today поз́дно late

зав́тра tomorrow сраз́у straight away

How often
всегда́ always никогда́ never

час́то often каж́дый день every day

иногда́ sometimes обыч́но usually

ред́ко rarely уже́ already

Why час changes
After 1 it is час, after 2–4 часа,́ and after 5 and above часов́. That is the Russian number rule in miniature: 2–4 take 
the genitive singular, 5 and up the genitive plural. The same pattern governs минут́а > минут́ы > минут́.
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