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Learn Russian by reading

Telling the Time

Clock time, parts of the day, and how often things happen.

The basics

BpéMS time yTpo morning

yac hour / oclock neHb day / afternoon
MMHYTa minute Béyep evening
CeKyHaa second HOYb night

nonaeHb midday ceityac now

NONHOYb midnight noTom later

Asking and answering

Ck6nbKo BpéMeHu? Ceituac naTb 4acoB.
What time is it? It is five oclock.
Kotépbiii yac? MonoBsuHa wecroro.
What time is it? (slightly more formal) Half past five (literally “half of the sixth”).
Ceituac vac. Bo ck6nbko?
It is one o’clock. At what time?
Ceituac gBa vaca. B Tpu vaca.
It is two oclock. At three oclock.
When
yTpoMm in the morning BUepa yesterday
AHEM in the afternoon nocnesasTpa the day after tomorrow
BEYepoMm in the evening nosasyepa the day before yesterday
HOUbIO at night paHo early
ceropHs today noésaHo late
3aBTpa tomorrow cpasy straight away
How often
Bceraa always HUKOrpa never
4acro often KaXXAbli JeHb every day
MHOrAA sometimes 06biuHO usually
péako rarely yxKé already

Why vac changes

After 1 it is vac, after 2-4 yaca, and after 5 and above yacés. That is the Russian number rule in miniature: 2-4 take
the genitive singular, 5 and up the genitive plural. The same pattern governs MMHyTa > MUHYTbI > MUHYT.
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