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Learn Russian by reading

The Russian Case System

Six cases, what each one is for, and the endings you will meet most often.
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A case shows a word’s role in the sentence. English uses word order and prepositions for this; Russian changes the ending.
Learn the ending together with the job it does — either one alone makes the system feel arbitrary.

The six cases at a glance

Case

Nominative

Accusative
Genitive

Dative

Instrumental

Prepositional

Asks Core job

KTO? YTO? The subject — the naming form

Koro? yto? Direct object, and destination after B/Ha

Koro? yero? Possession, absence, quantity, origin

KoMy? yemy? Recipient, the person experiencing
something

Kem? yem? By what means, and with whom

0 KOM? 0 Topic, and static location

Yyém?

Typical singular endings

Case
Nom.
Acc.
Gen.
Dat.
Inst.

Prep.

Masc. consonant / -#, -b

—/-",-b

Nom. if inanimate, Gen. if animate
-a/ -

y/ -0

-oM / -eM

~3

The single most useful habit

Neuter -0 / -e
-0/ -e

same as Nom.
-a/-9

-y/-10

-OM / -eM

3

Example

KHura Ha ctone. — The book is on the
table.

51 ynTaro kHury. — | am reading a book.
HeT kHurn. — There is no book.

51 nomorato 6paty. — | help my brother.

S nuwy pyukon. — | write with a pen.

4 B wkone. — | am at school.

Fem.-a/-a Fem. -b
-a/-a -b

-y /-0 same as Nom.
-bl /" -n

-e -

-01 / -en -bt0

-e -n

Learn a verb with its question word and case, not on its own: nomMoraTb koMy? + dative. OHa MHTEpecyeTcs uctopuen —
MHTepecoBaTbca YeM? + instrumental. The question word is a compact label for the whole pattern.
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One noun of each type, all six cases

Case cron (m.) Myseit (m.)
Nom. cTon My3ei

Acc. cTon My3en
Gen. cTona My3es

Dat. cTony My3€et0
Inst. CTONOM My3eeM
Prep. cTone My3ee

Typical plural endings

Case Common endings

Nom. -bl / -n, neuter often -a / -s

Acc. Nom. if inanimate, Gen. if
animate

Gen. -oB / -eB / -ei, or no ending at
all

Dat. -am / -aMm

Inst. -aMu / -aMu

Prep. -ax / -sx

Prepositions by the case they take

OKHO (n.) KHura (f.) Asepsb (f.)
OKHO KHMra [Bepb
OKHO KHUTY OBepb
OKHa KHUTU agepm
OKHY KHUre nsepu
OKHOM KHUIOM [Bepbio
OKHe KHUre nBepu

Worth knowing
many lexical irregularities

applies across all genders

the least predictable form — learn it per word

usually regular
usually regular

usually regular

Case High-frequency prepositions

Accusative B, Ha (destination); uepes, npo, 3a, Noz,

Genitive 6e3, ons, [o, U3, OT, C, Y, OKONO, NOoC/e, KpOME, BOKPYT, HAaNpOTUB
Dative K, no, 6narogaps, BONpeKu, HaBCTpeyy

Instrumental C, 33, N0OA, HaA, nepea, Mexay

Prepositional 0/ 06 /060, B, Ha, npu

Some prepositions appear twice because the case changes the relationship: c pabomesl (from work — genitive) versus ¢ 0pyeom

(with a friend — instrumental).

Contrast pairs worth memorising

Pattern A Pattern B What changes

A1 B wkone. A uay B WwKony. location (prep.) vs destination (acc.)
Y MeHs ecTb Bonpoc. Y MeHs HeT Bonpoca. existence vs absence (gen.)

A yntan KHury. A npounTan KHury. process vs completed whole

Do not expect one ending to mean one thing

cTtona can be genitive singular (HeT ctona — there is no table) or part of a quantity (gBa ctona — two tables). Endings are
signals that work alongside prepositions, animacy and word order — not standalone translations.
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