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Personal Pronouns

Every form, plus the H-rule that changes them after a preposition.

The full table
Case | you (sg.) he /it she we you (pl./formal) they
Nom. [l Tbl OH / OHO OHa Mbl Bbl OHM
Acc. MeH$ Tebs ero eé Hac Bac nx
Gen. MeHs Teb4 ero eé Hac Bac nx
Dat. MHe Tebe emy en HaM BaM UM
Inst. MHOW TO6OM 7Y en / éw HaMK BaMMu NMU
Prep. MHe Tebé HEM Hen Hac Bac HUX

Accusative and genitive are identical for every personal pronoun — one less thing to learn.

The H- rule

Third-person pronouns (oH, 0H3, oH1) add H- at the front after a preposition. This is the single most noticeable thing about Russian
pronouns in real text, and it applies only after a preposition.

After a preposition — takes H- No preposition — no H-

y Her6 — at his place / he has A By erd. — | see him.

K Heit — to her A nomorato eit. — | help her.

€ HAMK — with them A 3Hato ux. — | know them.

o HEM — about him / it A xpy e€. — | am waiting for her.
Quick test

Is there a preposition immediately in front? Then it starts with H- If not, it does not. erd / Hero, el / Hel, X / HUX — same
pronoun, and the preposition is the only trigger.

Tbl and Bbl
Form Use it for Example
Thbl One person you know well — friends, family, Kak T61? — How are you?
children
Bbl More than one person, or one person formally Kak Bbl? — How are you?

With formal singular Bbl the verb still takes the plural form: Bbl y)xé untanu 31y knury? Capitalised Bel can show respect in formal
correspondence; lower-case Bbl is normal everywhere else.

Combinations you will meet constantly

Phrase Means Note

y MeHsi ecTb | have literally "at me there is" — Russian has no verb "to have"
y Hero / y Heé he has / she has the H-rule in its most common outing

MHe HY)XKHO | need to dative — the person needing goes in the dative

MHe HpaBUTCA | like literally "to me it is pleasing”

€O MHOW with me ¢ becomes co before certain consonant clusters
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