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Learn Russian by reading

Habits That Make Russian Stick

Small changes to how you record a word, which save months of confusion later.

1. Store every noun with one agreeing word

Russian gender decides adjective endings, past-tense verbs and pronouns. An isolated noun does not tell you its gender
reliably — one agreeing adjective does, and costs nothing extra to remember.

Instead of Learn Because

cnoBapb HOBbIN CNOBApPb -b can be either gender; this one is masculine
ABepb HOBas ABepb also -b, but feminine — the adjective settles it
Mope HOBOE MOpe neuter

Kode ropsiumnii kKoe masculine in careful usage, despite the -e

2. Learn verbs with their question word

A verb rarely takes a bare object. Record the case it governs as part of the word itself — the question word acts as a
compact label.

Instead of Learn In use

nomorarb = to help nomMoratb komy? + dative Sl nomorato 6pary.
MHTepecoBaTbca = to be MHTEpPecoBaTbCA YeM? + OHA nHTepecyeTcs UctTopuen.
interested instrumental

*patb = to wait XKAaTb Koro? yro? + accusative S1xay aBTobyC.

3. Collect contrast pairs

One good pair teaches more than ten isolated rules, because the contrast makes the grammar visible.

Pattern A Pattern B What the contrast shows

A B wkone. A uay B WwKoONy. where you are vs where you are going
A uuTan KHury. Al npouuTan KHUrYy. the activity vs finishing it

A wén B MarasuH. A xopnn B MarasuH. on the way vs there and back

4. Learn the genitive plural with frequent nouns
It is the least predictable form in the language, so it is the one worth storing explicitly rather than deriving.

® MECTo > MecT - MWCbMO > MUCeM - Apyr > Apy3€h - YenoBeK > NaeW

5. Notice the pattern before you name it

While reading you may spot that B répoge keeps describing where something is, 8 ropog follows going and arriving, and 13
répona describes coming from it. That is worth more than the labels. The names — prepositional, accusative, genitive — are
just handles for what you already sense.

And one thing not to do

Do not stop to translate every word. In a story, context does the teaching: you guess, the narrative confirms or corrects
you, and the word sticks. Translating everything slows that down and makes reading feel like work.

ReadMir - Habits That Make Russian Stick readmir.com - 1/1



