Em ReadMir readmir.com

Learn Russian by reading

Adjectives & Agreement

Noun gender, the endings adjectives take to match, and the words worth knowing first.

A Russian adjective changes its ending to match the noun it describes — its gender, its number, and its case. Once you
can spot a noun’s gender, the endings follow a small set of patterns.

Step one: what gender is the noun?

The nominative singular ending tells you, with one group to learn by heart.

Ends in Gender Examples
consonant or -1 masculine nom (house), My3éit (museum), cton (table)
-oor -e neuter OKHO (window), MOpe (sea), cnéso (word)
-aor-q feminine KHura (book), Hepéng (week), MawnHa (car)
b either — learn it with cnoBapb (m.), ageps (f.), Houb (f.)

the word

Exceptions worth knowing: men described by -a/-s words are still masculine (ndna, 0505, My*4UHa).

Step two: match the adjective

Taking HOBbIV (New) as the model, in the nominative:

With a... Ending Example

masculine noun -bIA HOBbIM LOM — a new house
neuter noun -oe HOBOE OKHO — a new window
feminine noun -an HOBast KHMra — a new book
plural noun -ble HOBble KHUIM — new books

Adjectives with a stressed ending use -6 instead of -bIi: 6onbLIOH AOM, MONoAOK YenoBek. Soft adjectives swap bl for 1
and o for e: CUHUIA, CUHEee, CMHAS, CUHUE.

The full table
Case Masc. / neut. Feminine Plural
Nom. -blA / -0€e -aq -ble
Acc. like Nom. or Gen./ -oe -yto like Nom. or Gen.
Gen. -oro -oi -bIX
Dat. -oMy -oM -bIM
Inst. -bIM -0 -bIMU
Prep. -OM -oW -bIX
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Masculine and plural accusative follow animacy: a living thing borrows the genitive, an object keeps the nominative. Feminine

is always -yto.

Adjectives worth learning first

HOBbIV
CTapbii
60nbLGH
ManeHbKui
Xxopowui
nioxom
KPacuBbIit
Mos10406i1
Aoporoit
AeLEBbIit
NErkun

TPYAHbIN

In sentences

3710 HOBas MawMHa.

new

old

big

small
good

bad
beautiful
young
expensive, dear
cheap
easy, light
difficult

This is a new car. (feminine, nominative)

Al UNTAI0 MHTEPECHYIO KHUTY.

| am reading an interesting book. (feminine, accusative)

OH XXUBET B 60/1bLLIOM A0Me.

He lives in a big house. (masculine, prepositional)

The -oro ending is pronounced with a v

MHTEpPEéCHbIN
CKYYHbIi
BAXHbIN
6bICTpbIit
ropsiumi
XONOAHbIN
BKYCHbIi
YMHbIW
YNCTBIN
cBO66AHDIN
pYyccKuit

nocnépHui

interesting
boring
important
fast

hot

cold

tasty
clever
clean

free
Russian

last

Y MeH$ HeT cBO6OAHOro BpEMEHMU.
| have no free time. (neuter, genitive)

9 roBopId C PYCCKMM APYroM.
| am speaking with a Russian friend. (masculine, instrumental)

3710 MoM cTapble Apy3bA.
These are my old friends. (plural, nominative)

HoBoro sounds Llike "NO-va-va“, not "NO-va-ga". The same applies to -ero and to erd and cerdéans. It is one of the few
places where Russian spelling does not match the sound, and it catches every learner once.
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